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A Review of the Three Paradigms of Contemporary Secretarial Studies
in China from a Theoretical Perspective

GUO Yang

[Abstract] Paradigm plays an important role in the development of discipline. It reflects the
principles and beliefs shared by the scientific community,which also define the basic theories,view-
points and methods of discipline research. The three theories of "secretarial work theory","secretarial
activity theory" and "management assistant activity theory" formed in the development process of
Chinese contemporary secretarial science represent the three paradigms of secretarial science. Sorting
out the development context of these three paradigms and analyzing their basic research principles,
values and shortcomings will help select or create a leading paradigm with sustainable development
power for secretarial research in the current low development period,and provide a new theoretical
research perspective and impetus for its development.

[Key Words] secretarial science; discipline paradigm; secretary work theory; secretary activity

theory; management assistant activity theory; criticism
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